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FEA campaign for public education comes to Panhandle 
The Fund Our Future Bus Tour is visiting Bay, Gadsden, Washington, Okaloosa, 
Santa Rosa and Escambia counties this week  
 
TALLAHASSEE — The Florida Education Association (FEA) brings its campaign for public education to 
the Florida Panhandle this week. The big red Fund Our Future bus is traveling to six counties for events 
and school visits sponsored by local education unions. 
 
“We are taking the case for PreK-12 public education and higher education straight to the people — to 
the parents, students and communities who have been directly impacted by more than two decades of 
underfunding and poor policy decisions,” FEA President Fedrick Ingram said Friday at a Fund Our 
Future Bus Tour launch event in Orlando. “We ask that they stand with us as we call on lawmakers to 
fund our future. When the Legislature weighs priorities, our students need to be at the top. It is long 
past time to invest in students, invest in public schools, and invest in the teachers and school support 
staff needed to educate Florida’s children.” 
 
The FEA Fund Our Future Bus Tour will travel to more than 30 counties for more than 50 stops from 
today through Nov. 23. Local union and FEA leaders will participate in events, with President Fedrick 
Ingram, Vice President Andrew Spar and Secretary-Treasurer Carole Gauronskas available for 
interviews at various stops. Local leaders also will be available to the press at most locations. 
 
Here is a schedule of where the big red Fund Our Future bus will be this week: 
 
Monday, Oct. 21, Bay County: All children at Breakfast Point Academy are to receive a free book 
during a giveaway and reading event sponsored by the Association of Bay County Educators and the 
Bay County School District, 9:30 a.m.-noon CDT at Breakfast Point Academy, 601 Richard Jackson 
Blvd, Panama City Beach. 
 
Monday, Oct. 21, Gadsden County: FEA officers make a Listening Tour stop to talk with community 
leaders about education and the governor’s teacher pay proposal at the Carter Parramore Academy, 
631 S. Stewart St., Quincy, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. EDT.   
 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, Washington County: Participants will gather by the flagpole at Chipley High 
School, 1545 Brickyard Road, Chipley, at 7 a.m. CDT for a school-day “clap-in” and classroom visits 
sponsored by Washington County Education Association.  
 



Tuesday, Oct. 22, Okaloosa County: FEA leaders will make school and Bus Barn visits 1:30-3:45 
p.m. CDT, starting at Lula J. Edge Elementary School, 300 FL-85, Niceville. 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, Okaloosa County: A Fund Our Future Community Meeting will take place at the 
Gulf Restaurant 1284 Marler Ave., Okaloosa Island. This event, 5:30-7:30 p.m. CDT, is intended to 
highlight the success of Okaloosa County public schools.  
 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, Santa Rosa County: Secretary-Treasurer Carole Gauronskas will speak at a 
luncheon for education staff professionals sponsored by the Santa Rosa Education Association, 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. CDT at the Douglas A. Dillion Center Office, 6032 Highway 90, Milton.  
 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, Escambia County: A Community Conversation to address education issues will 
be 5:30-7:30 p.m. CDT at Warrington Middle School, 450 S Old Corry Field Road, Pensacola. The 
group will focus on school improvement plans and teacher reassignment. 
 
Please note that events are subject to change. Most are open to the media, although some require 
special arrangements. Certain events, such as community conversations, are also open to the public. 
 
Follow the Fund Our Future Bus Tour on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Fund Our Future is a campaign to urge Florida’s Legislature to invest in public education. After a 
decade of neglect, where base student funding has fallen by more than $745 per student in inflation-
adjusted dollars since the 2007-08 school year, the FEA is calling for a Decade of Progress for public 
schools. A $22 billion investment over 10 years, starting with a $2.4 billon down payment for the 2020-
21 school year, would lift our schools out of the basement of national rankings. 
 
Florida now sits among the bottom 10 states nationally in per-student funding and in pay for our 
teachers and support staff — teacher’s aides, bus drivers, food-service workers, custodians, office staff 
and other employees essential to our schools.  

### 

The Florida Education Association is the state’s largest association of professional employees, with more than 
145,000 members. FEA represents PreK-12 teachers, higher education faculty, educational staff professionals, 

students at our colleges and universities preparing to become teachers and retired education employees.   

 

FEA on the web: https://feaweb.org 

 

 

 


